A means for communication and networking, to a variable extent, has been at the forefront of western existence.
Educational Networking
Educational Networking is communication that is used for educational purposes. According to Jacobson and Levin (1993), significant progress is being made to create a computer network infrastructure to support and serve education. This was not always the case however, teachers have historically been inventive with any materials and media they was available to them. In an article written for the New York Times in 1989, a professor from Vanderbilt University came up with the idea of utilizing telephones and answering machines to increased communication between teachers and parents. Professor Jerold P. Bouch of Peabody College of Vanderbilt University, developed a system that allowed teachers to record information about classroom activities and homework on an answering machine so they were then able to call the machine at their own convenience and listen to the message. If they chose to they also had the opportunity to respond and leave a message for the teacher.
The rationale for this idea was the fact that there were more single parents in the workforce and therefore caused difficulty in the communication with the child's teacher. In addition to the teacher leaving messages on answering machines, a computer system was set up that allowed teachers to input information into a computer then the computer would call the homes of the students to relay messages to parents. It appeared that this project was successful in the two school that participated in the project Although at this point in history, interaction with technology was not necessarily utilized by students but with teachers and parents instead. Students from these schools may however, been impacted by these situations but little research has been done to support this. The fact was, in order to truly affect students, technology needed to be more accessible to everyone. In the early 1990's various resources were being used for network mediation such as electronic mail (e-mail), electronic bulletin board systems, and various information servers. Teachers and students now had more opportunities to communicate as well as access informational resources.
In 1993 Jacobsen and Levin presented a paper at the TelEd '93 conference in Dallas Texas. In that paper they discussed network learning environments and hypertext and the idea of personal and shared knowledge spaces. 
Children and Technology
MaMaMedia is one such website that is interactive and 
